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DENMARK SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB — UPGRADES 
Grievance 

MS E.J. KELSBIE (Warren–Blackwood) [9.53 am]: I rise today to raise a grievance with the Minister for Sport 
and Recreation about protecting the hard-won funds of Denmark Surf Life Saving Club and the Shire of Denmark. 
In addition to its own financial contributions, Denmark Surf Life Saving Club has worked tirelessly to secure 
$2.125 million from the state government and Lotterywest, as well as $800 000 from the Shire of Denmark, to fund 
the much-needed upgrade of its emergency service facility and clubrooms at Ocean Beach. The approved grants 
of $1.5 million from Lotterywest and $625 000 through the community sporting and recreation facilities fund are 
central to the project’s viability. Unfortunately, the redevelopment project was also hinging on a grant from the 
commonwealth’s building better regions fund, which, for reasons that have not been clearly explained, has been 
rejected by the federal government. 
The Denmark Surf Life Saving Club plays a vital role in the safety, wellbeing and sense of community of the Shire of 
Denmark. Up until last year, I was proud to serve as the first female president of the club following many years as 
a volunteer and part of the committee. I am still a volunteer lifesaver at the club. As club patron and ex-president, 
I know firsthand that the club has been a strong part of the local community since 1958. It continues to provide 
training, education and fitness for people of all ages and abilities and offer support to community groups that use 
the facilities year round. It is also part of the local emergency management response team that helps to keep beaches 
in Denmark and further afield safe. I understand how important this project is to the club, the precinct and the 
community, as well as for tourism and, most importantly, safety. 
Over the past five years, I have watched with pride as the club’s membership has more than doubled. The club has 
more than 400 members, with around half of those being junior members. In 2018, the Denmark Surf Life Saving 
Club was named WA Surf Club of the Year. The club received the prestigious award at the Surf Life Saving WA 
Awards of Excellence and was the only regional club in the running, beating the North Cottesloe, Fremantle, Sorrento 
and Trigg Island Surf Life Saving Clubs. 
In 2020, the club hosted the first, and possibly only, SunSmart WA Country & Masters Championship events held 
outside the metro area. The club won the flag for the country championship handicap for 2020, meaning that it was 
most improved, which is an excellent testament to Denmark Surf Life Saving Club’s mentorship of nipper, cadet 
and open competitors. 
Although the club goes from strength to strength, sadly, the same cannot be said about the infrastructure at 
Ocean Beach. A string of factors has led us to the situation in which the club and Ocean Beach surrounds require 
urgent attention to retain and enhance infrastructure to meet growing demands at the beach. In July this year, strong 
rip currents and heavy swells caused substantial damage and safety hazards at Ocean Beach. The weather event 
caused damage across the lookout, stairs, paths and foundations around the club building closest to the beach. The 
shire has worked hard to remediate some of the damage to provide an interim solution and access; however, this 
extreme weather event only further highlights the necessity to fund upgrades. 
I will read the words of cadet member Riley, a Bronze Medallion and Surf Rescue Certificate holder, who has been 
involved in the club for eight years. According to my notes, he said — 

The state of our club rooms is poor. Not only from an age standpoint, but also from a basic necessity standpoint. 
The primary men’s bathrooms only have two toilets (borderline savage regarding the hundreds of male surf 
club members that use them), two sinks which barely work, no mirrors, and walls that seem to be crumbling. 
The bricks that cover the strip in front of the club are literally falling apart, wobbling tiles that pose a health 
risk for anyone unlucky enough to stub a toe … 
The need for funding is stronger than ever before. Just picture what the surf club could do with improved 
clubrooms and a new set of bathrooms. 

I do not know why this project has been rejected by the Liberal–National federal government following assurances 
that it was on top of the pile. I hope the decision is not political, because that would do a great disservice to the 
hardworking volunteers who keep us safe year after year, giving up their weekends and holidays to make sure that 
Ocean Beach is safely patrolled. The McGowan Labor government understands the importance of this project, which 
is why it promised to fund it. With tourist numbers booming and membership numbers at the club doubling in recent 
times, it is vital that Ocean Beach, rated as a highly hazardous beach by Surf Life Saving WA, is given the upgrade 
it needs to create an accessible, multipurpose site that caters for visitors, the community and clubbies’ safely. 
The Shire of Denmark and the Denmark Surf Life Saving Club have requested that we hold over their hard-won funds 
while they try to get the Libs and Nats to come to the party and put in their fair share of the project costs. Personally, 
I am petitioning the federal government to put in its fair share and help fund the Denmark Surf Life Saving Club 
upgrade. I understand that voting numbers in Denmark are considerably lower than those in Albany, but I really 
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do hope that the federal government sees sense and stops playing political games in the lead-up to the federal election. 
I will personally deliver the petition to Rick Wilson and lobby him to make sure that politics does not come into 
this matter and that Denmark Surf Life Saving Club gets a fair go during the next round of the commonwealth’s 
building better regions fund. 
I ask the minister to share with the house what he can do to help support Denmark Surf Lifesaving Club and protect 
the hard-won state funds towards the project. Youth officer and Denmark Senior High School teacher Deb Edmondson 
understands the positive impact the club and facilities provide.  
She has told me how the Denmark Surf Life Saving Club is a central part of our community, and how it provides 
lifesaving services to the town and to the broader Western Australian public through the summer tourism season. 
I ask the minister to share with the house what he can do to help support the Denmark Surf Life Saving Club and 
protect the hard-won state funds for this project. 
DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [9.59 am]: Firstly, I would like to thank the 
member for Warren–Blackwood for bringing this grievance to my attention. I note that she is an outstanding advocate 
for her local community and a long-term member of the Denmark Surf Life Saving Club, which is very involved 
in the safety of members of her community. 
With regard to this grievance and the concerns of the club, on 14 October, with the member, I had the joyful 
experience of visiting the Denmark SLSC, along with Martin Norwood, the president of the club; Wayne Winchester, 
a long-serving member of the club who is involved in the club’s redevelopment project; David Schober, the CEO 
of the Shire of Denmark; and David King, deputy CEO and director of assets and sustainable development, also 
from the Shire of Denmark. 
As the member mentioned, the Denmark SLSC has an existing community sporting and recreation facilities fund 
grant of $625 000, which was given conditional approval in June 2020 by the then Minister for Sport and Recreation, 
Hon Mick Murray. The club was also provided with a further $1.5 million grant from Lotterywest. In all, that is 
a $2.125 million contribution from the McGowan state Labor government towards this project, which is incredibly 
significant for the region and for the Denmark Surf Life Saving Club. 
It is a beautiful area; it has to be one of the most beautiful surf lifesaving club outlooks in Western Australia—sorry 
about that, member for Scarborough! But it is also in desperate need of redevelopment. Although it is an incredibly 
beautiful area, it is rugged and, at times, very dangerous, so it is absolutely critical to have a viable surf lifesaving 
club in that region, and it needs proper facilities. It is not only that it needs redevelopment to improve its facilities; 
it is also for the survival of the club, because during storms the buildings, in their current condition, come under 
significant threat, as they did earlier this year. 
In addition to the state government contributing $2.125 million through the CSRFF and Lotterywest, the Shire of 
Denmark has contributed a further $800 000 towards the project, because it understands the significance of the 
Denmark Surf Life Saving Club. I encourage anyone who goes to that region to visit the club and take in those 
breathtaking views, but as I said, they come with a harsh and rugged coastline that is also very dangerous. Upgraded 
rooms and facilities will be excellent for both the local community and visiting tourists, but the upgrades will also 
be vital for ensuring that local surf lifesaving volunteers can respond to emergencies along the coastline. 
The state government has made a significant contribution of $2.125 million and the Shire of Denmark has put in 
$800 000, so where is the federal government? Unfortunately, the federal government has not come to the party. 
The member mentioned petitioning the local federal member, Rick Wilson. She might also want to speak to the 
member for Roe, who I believe has an office next to the federal member in Narrogin, or used to. The member for Roe 
is always going on about the need to fund things in the regions. This is a project for which the state government is 
contributing $2.125 million, which I am sure the member for Roe applauds, and the Shire of Denmark is contributing 
$800 000. However, the member for Roe’s federal colleague is silent. I look forward to him knocking on Rick Wilson’s 
door in Narrogin, going in for a cup of tea and putting the case for the need for this upgrade. The upgrade is needed 
for not only the comfort, but also the survival of the club going forward, which is crucial for safety in that area. 
It is interesting that Rick Wilson is nowhere to be seen on this matter, and that the federal government rejected the 
club’s application for a building better regions fund grant. It gave no clear reason for its rejection. A grant from the 
federal government is needed to ensure that this development goes ahead. The state government is pulling its weight, 
the Shire of Denmark is pulling its weight, but the federal government is not. I am surprised that someone like the 
member for Roe, who has an office next door to the federal member, is not in the member for Warren–Blackwood’s 
corner on this issue. I am sure that after this grievance the member for Roe will take up the case and go to see 
Rick Wilson. 
The commonwealth government’s building better regions fund has committed $125 million to 81 tourist-specific 
infrastructure project upgrades across Australia, including a number in Western Australia. But for whatever reason, 
it is missing in action in respect of the Denmark Surf Life Saving Club. That is very surprising because of the critical 
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need for this redevelopment to go ahead and for the continuing viability of the club, which is a crucial safety presence 
in that region. 
The chief executive officer of the Shire of Denmark, Mr David Schober, has written to me, explaining that the 
project has been thrown into disarray by the shire’s inability to secure funds from the commonwealth government, 
but I am pleased to tell the member for Warren–Blackwood that I have granted a six-month extension to the club’s 
$625 000 CSRFF grant to afford the shire and the club more time to secure a commitment from the commonwealth 
government and the local federal member. That will provide more time, and hopefully the member for Roe will 
help in that pursuit. Thank you. 
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